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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 January 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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The active claims are 1-28. 

The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 

As provided in 37 CFR 1.77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) THE NAMES OF THE PARTIES TO A JOINT RESEARCH AGREEMENT 

(e) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC (See 37 CFR 1 .52(e)(5) and MPEP 608.05. Computer 
program listings (37 CFR 1.96(c)), "Sequence Listings" (37 CFR 1.821(c)), 
and tables having more than 50 pages of text are permitted to be 
submitted on compact discs.) or 

REFERENCE TO A "MICROFICHE APPENDIX" (See MPEP § 608.05(a). 
"Microfiche Appendices" were accepted by the Office until March 1, 2001.) 

(f) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(g) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(h) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(i) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(j) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(I) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1 .821-1 .825. A 
"Sequence Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a 
nucleotide or amino acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1 .821 (a) and if 
the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an electronic 
document on compact disc). 



A summary of the invention is missing from the specification. Applicants are 
requested to provide a summary of the invention in the specification. 
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The replacement abstract should be on a separate sheet. See Applicants' 
amendment submitted on June 2005. 

VPI / VCI throughout the specification (see page 3, second last line for example) 
looks like VPINCI. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

With respect to claim 1, the second portion of line 3, words appear to be missing. 

With respect to all independent claims, it appears that the independent claims 
are based on Figure 5. The claims fail to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter in that the issuing step and the propagating step have no support in the 
specification. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-9 and 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Applicants' admitted prior art in view of Eriksson (USP 6,243,384). 

Claims 10-16 and 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eriksson (USP 6,243,384) in view of Rochberger (USP 6,208,623). 

Details of the rejection have already been set forth in the last Office action. The 
details are incorporated herein by reference thereto. 

In the communication filed on 1/30/2006, Applicants contended that Eriksson 
does not teach the receiving step as recited in claim 1 and 17 and the issuing step as 
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recited in claims 10 and 25. The Examiner disagrees. See the last 7 lines on page 4 of 
the first Office action mailed on 2/18/2005 : " — and PNNI address updating information 
generated (issuing step) by a PNNI protocol unit 56 (see abstract). With respect to 
claims 1 and 17, see lines 53 et seq. of column 5 in Eriksson. In Eriksson, topology cell 
handling unit 52 builds the topology database of ATM switching node 20 in response to 
PTSE received from the other node. Each node generates a PTSE for the other node to 
receive (both issuing step and receiving step) in response to the received PTSE. The 
result is, each node updates the address change in response to PTSE propagating 
through the nodes of the network system — ". It can be seen that Eriksson has both 
issuing and receiving steps. Further, the step of issuing change order, receive the 
change order and update the address in response to the order are inherent steps in 
updating address change. 

Applicant's arguments filed 1/30/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID Y. ENG whose telephone number is 703-305- 
9691 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar, can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




